How to make the baby Jesus laugh this Christmas

“Arise, my love, my fair…let me see your face, let me hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face lovely” (Song of Songs 2:14).

We can share the joy of lovers being reunited. Our God “will rejoice over [us] with gladness, he will exult over [us] in his love; he will renew [us] with loud singing as on a day of festival” (Zephania 3:18).

To reach the pinnacle of joy this Christmas season is a challenge. Its success depends on how serious we are about finding Christ this Christmas. It took the Magi some time to find Jesus, and they went through many hardships to get there. 

How serious are we in our search for the manger experience, finding the real Jesus in our lives?

A Second World War veteran said, “You say that you are a Christian, then where in the hell is your joy?” Being in the presence of Jesus must fill us with joy.

My personal challenge this Christmas is to make the baby Jesus laugh. I love entertaining my grandchildren. I will sing, make noises, crawl on the floor, do anything to make them smile.

How do you and I get close enough to Jesus this Christmas to make him laugh? At first I thought I would have to come up with an original joke. That’s a tall order. He’s probably heard them all before.

Babies are easy enough to approach. I know Jesus is waiting for us like he waited for the Wise Men. Jesus wants to touch our lives and wants to be touched.

It is not good enough to anticipate the Second Coming and so believe that we are close to Jesus. Jesus wants intimacy with us. He longs to feed us, play with us and laugh with us.

I thought of ways to make Jesus smile and the Spirit suggested making a list: smile at someone you haven’t been getting along with; take someone to church with you this Christmas season; feed the poor and fill the Salvation Army kettle; do some random acts of kindness.

In short, we need to get into the spirit of the Season and take part in all the celebrations. It starts with Christmas Eve; then the Feast of the Holy Family focuses on loving those nearest to us.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have peace in our families this Christmas? Wouldn’t it be great to open our hearts to that family member we haven’t been speaking with? I can see Jesus smile already.

Then there is the Epiphany or Three Kings celebration. Jesus smiles when we are signs to the world of his promise of love, forgiveness and hope. Joy to the world comes through Jesus.

January first is the solemnity of the Mother of Jesus and also the New Year celebration. This day gives us a resolution opportunity. The greatest joy we can give God this year is to return to the love of Jesus. “There is joy in the presence of God's angels when even one sinner repents" (Luke 15:10).
Like lovers embracing after a long absence, the Lord is waiting for us this coming year. Can you imagine Jesus with a laugh as big as his heart?
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