


A Special Marriage


The summer wedding season is upon us. If you have ever been in love, you know the depth of feeling, the passion. You would be willing to give your life for your lover. Just hold that thought!


In the play Our Town by Thornton Wilder the stage manager says to the audience that “m” marries “n”. There are many marriages. Once in 10,000 times it is interesting.


Behind the apparent callous remark about the insignificance of the 9,999 marriages, there is a special message for the one in 10,000. I would even go farther and say one in a million. If you are not prepared to make your marriage one in a million, perhaps it won’t be.


As another summer of weddings unfolds, young couples look to society for blessing and support as they embark on a central part of their life’s vocation. The Church is still called upon for its blessing in many marriages. And marriage still has a mystery about it – something sacred, like a sacrament.


The secret to a successful marriage is commitment. If you are prepared to go fifty-fifty with your partner, it will be a struggle. You will always be fighting about the borderline. If you are prepared to give sixty percent or one hundred percent, your odds for a great marriage go up proportionally. If both parties to a marriage attempt to give one hundred percent, not only will their marriage be great, but society will benefit. Their children will be blessed and so will their community. There will be so much love and care flowing from this union. You do the math.


Finally, marriage is a Sacrament; though as Wilder tells us in Our Town, not everyone is sure what that means. It means that if God is a partner in your marriage, you can call for help when you need it. A sacrament has special graces attached to it. And when you need those graces or that help, God will honor his part of the bargain. All you need to do is ask. God is ready to give one hundred percent.
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