
BORN TO BE KINGS 

A Lay Person's Guide to Evangelisation and Stewardship [author’s summary]
Chapter 1  Born To Be Kings
We are “born to be kings. We are princes of the universe. We are immortal,” sings Queen in “Princes of the Universe”. As Christians we are reminded of the truth of these words through Baptism where we are anointed Kings and Prophets. We are to be the eyes of Christ, the feet of Christ and the hands of Christ who is King and Lord. We share in His mission and suffering, so we can hope to share in His glory. 
Chapter 2  Teach Your Children Well
Parents in a marriage are in the privileged position of being the first of teachers and the best of teachers when it comes to passing on the faith to their children…

 “What we have heard…and what our ancestors have told us, must…be handed on by us to the next generation; …he gave our ancestors strict orders to teach it to their children…these in turn to their children” (Psalm 78:3-6).
Chapter 3  The Shy Evangelist
In Our Town Thornton Wilder talks about how “everyone knows in their bones that something is eternal…All the greatest people ever lived have been telling us that for five thousand years and yet you’d be surprised how people are always losing hold of it”…you and I are the shy Evangelist… Because of our “unworthiness” the devil has convinced us to be reluctant evangelists…Rejoice and believe the Good News.
Chapter 4  A Lay Person’s Guide to Evangelisation

Rubrics of Evangelisation: An evangelist is one who: walks with Jesus daily, prays, is contemplative, is open to the Spirit, is an optimist, forgives, gives witness, makes Jesus known, is always open to Jesus’ call, dreams, is faithful, does Christ’s work, has moral authority in his or her life, is in touch with the charisms [gifts] of the Holy Spirit, and is an ecumenist. 

Chapter 5  On the Shoulders of Giants
Newton said, “If I have been able to see farther than others, it is because I have stood on the shoulders of giants.”
This chapter will reflect on the role of the Church in evangelisation and our embrace of others as we become the arms of Christ… the love of my parents has bound me to Christ from a very tender age. You and I have the same power to bind others. Our role as lay persons and clergy is to build the body of Christ, to bind in love the members of our communities [church]. 
Chapter 6 – Desire for Higher Love-making 

Goethe in his poem “The Holy Longing” suggests that there comes a time in life when a “desire for higher love-making” sweeps you upward to a place where you become “insane for the light”. 
This chapter will explore our conversion, our living in trust with Yahweh our Shepherd and the strongest desire and deepest hope of our life to come. 
Goethe poem concludes:

And so long as you haven't experienced

This: to die and so to grow,

You are only a troubled guest

On the dark earth

Chapter 7 – The Eucharist as a Model of Evangelisation

God wanted to stay with us in a real way, and so Jesus instituted the sacrament of the Eucharist and invites us to “eat my flesh and drink my blood” as he invited his disciples at the Last Supper. To be a disciple of the Lord is to be in the Eucharist. “Indeed, the binding force of evangelisation within the mission of the Catholic Church is the Eucharist; it always has been” (Fr Sebastian Camilleri OFM). 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta who lived the Eucharist with a passion said: 

“Our lives must be woven around the Eucharist . . . if we nourish our lives with the Bread of the Eucharist, it will be easy for us to see Christ in [others]… in them, we will recognise the distressing disguises of the poor: Jesus in our midst.” 
Chapter 8  Models of Evangelisation




            GOOD EXAMPLE (such as we see displayed by CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIANS), PRAYER, MISSION, SOCIAL JUSTICE, THE FAMILY, ECUMENISM, AND OTHER MODELS.
Evangelisation is the vocation of the laity and the ordained, and it begins with conversion… After Jesus arose from the dead, He came back to walk among us, talk with us, and reassure us of all that he had taught and revealed. And now Jesus sends us to walk, talk and serve as Resurrection people. And so we dare to hope in the dark night of our fears and doubts that we can believe and trust in the Risen Lord.
Chapter 9 - Stewardship

Stewardship is gratefully receiving God’s gifts of time, talent and treasure; tending these gifts responsibly, sharing them in justice and love with others, and returning them with increase to the Lord.

WE ARE STEWARDS OF THE MYSTERIES OF GOD! God wishes us to be his collaborators in the work of creation, redemption, and sanctification of the world. The power of the Spirit within us makes this possible.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta said: “I am a little pencil in the hand of a writing God who is sending a love-letter to the world.”











