



Christ of the Misfits


This past Christmas I learned something new about being Christian. I discovered a Christ who is at home with misfits, drug addicts, run-a-ways and rebelling teens. Christ belongs to them and he went to them first!


God sent his son to a world afraid to speak to him. God was so far above us, so unreachable, that man was afraid to approach him. In fact the Jews could not even speak his name. An ordinary Joe (or Ben) could not enter the Holy place for fear he would die.


Suddenly Jesus is announced to shepherds, the lowest of creatures who could not hope for salvation because they couldn’t even get to the temple for the prescribed worshipping.


Suddenly God was approachable as a baby with his arms wrapped about him, a baby who needed to be fed, burped and changed. And Jesus was born of an unwed mother who probably accompanied Joseph to the census so that she wouldn’t have to be in her hometown, in shame, giving birth out of wedlock. And why were Joseph and Mary turned away from the inn? Probably because of their appearance and poverty.


That first Christmas was an inconvenience and a hardship for all concerned. Normal life was interrupted when Mary said “Yes” to the Angel. Joseph’s life was turned upside down and he ended up fleeing to Egypt as a refugee. Later the family had to live in Palestine to avoid King Herod’s son Archelaus’ rule.


Being a Christian is an inconvenience! Helping your neighbor, visiting the shut-in, going that extra mile for someone else is an inconvenience. But the Good News is it’s catching on!


After 2,000 years one third of the world is Christian. Even more persons use Christ’s name – especially in times of dire stress like after a thumb has been hit by a hammer. You don’t hear anyone calling out “Bhudda!” or “Mahatma Ghandi!”


Seriously, Jesus today can be found most readily where there is suffering, where there are destitute people, where there are refugees, and where there are sinners. The great news about being a misfit or a sinner is that Jesus loved us first.
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