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Easter Love

Easter is a time for Love. The chords of an old symphony play, and once again we experience its movements.


Holy Thursday: In the hot, dry and dusty land of Israel, a traveler in sandals arrives at your door. He enjoys soaking away the aches and pains in a basin of water you send your servant to provide. But Jesus becomes our slave. He stoops to wash our feet. This act is a symbol for his entire life given to serve us, to redeem us, to love us. Jesus gives a more lasting gift, his body and blood to nourish us for eternity.


Good Friday: Jesus endures the terrors of Gethsemani – the actualization of the betrayal and arrest, the mockery of a trial, the shame of denial, the desolation of death. Jesus gives up everything that is precious to his human condition out of love for us, so we can be led to the power and joy of Easter.


Holy Saturday: Holy Saturday readings take us back to our Baptism, the Word we first heard from our parents and catechists. Suddenly it makes sense. The Resurrection is the proof that all our tears will be wiped away. Heaven will be opened for us. All the effects of sin will be removed. And the Love of Jesus continues with his visit to the disciples in Galilee after his Resurrection. He leaves with them and with us the Holy Spirit. The love between the Father and the Son remains on earth, in us, as we serve one another. We are sons and daughters of God, sisters and brothers of Christ.


Good Friday is indeed “the time for lovers”. All is fulfilled; our redemption is accomplished; our sins are atoned; paradise is opened, and it is a time for love, for us to surrender ourselves to His love. Jesus did everything he could for us. It is a love story.


On Holy Saturday we rejoice, not just because it is the night the heavens are opened to us, but because it is the night we too can die. In Baptism we die to the old life of sin and accept the love of Christ. In His tomb mankind is transformed and born again into life that is forever. “God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal life” (John 3:16). Rejoice and believe the Good News!


And Easter Sunday is the day that holds the most promise. Today we celebrate, and for forty days the Church Liturgy celebrates with great joy. Everything is new, like a lamb frisking in spring. Today we remember those who have gone before us – Mom, Dad, Brother, Sister, In-law, Grandparent, Son or Daughter, even infant. Their joy is complete. Like Christ, they served us, suffered and laid down their physical lives. Through them we know the truth of the Resurrection. It is a time of Love.
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