Legend of the Fourth Magi


A story is told of a Fourth Magi who set out to find the Christ Child 

at Bethlehem. As the days of journeying pass, he lags behind and helps 

the poor and the needy, sharing some of the bag of jewels he was going 

to present to Jesus. Finally, he runs out of wealth.


Then he meets a poor woman whose son is a slave on a galley ship. His 

heart is breaking for her desperate plight, so he says tht he will take 

the son’s place. He does.


After 33 years he is freed and continues his journey. When he reaches 

Jerusalem, he finds that one of the criminals about to be executed is 

the King of Kings. Worried that he might miss his quest, he meets up 

with Jesus who says, “Don’t worry, You have been serving me all these 

years. I was hungry and you gave me food, naked and you clothed me, in 

prison and you visited me...”


We don’t know more about the Fourth Magi, but there really is no 

mystery about who it is. It could be you or me. We know him/her by many 

names.
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