Stories of St. Nicholas

Why is Christmas just like a day at the office? Because you do all the work and the fat guy in the suit gets all the credit. Another one of my favourite Christmas riddles asks: What did Adam say on the day before Christmas? It’s Christmas, Eve.

You might be sitting in St. Nick’s Pub on St. Nicholas Avenue, N.Y., discussing Kelsey Grammar’s new movie Mr. St. Nick. There is much evidence and there are many stories about this popular saint of the Church. St. Nicholas was patron saint of virgins, children, sailors and several other groups including scholars, clerks and robbers.

The best known story of St. Nick is that as bishop of Myra he secretly provided dowry for three of the daughters of a poor nobleman so his daughters could marry and would not have to enter a life of prostitution or slavery. He tossed a bag of gold into the nobleman’s house on three consecutive nights to save all three.

A second legend has an Asian gentleman sending his two boys to Athens to be educated. They stopped overnight at an inn in Myra where the innkeeper murdered them. Bishop Nicholas learned this in a dream, went to the inn and confronted the innkeeper who confessed his crime. The bishop prayed over the boys who were restored to health, no easy feat considering the gory details of the murder..

Another legend has governor Eustathius condemning three innocent men to death. Nicholas arrives “in the nick if time” to stay the executioner’s hand and release the prisoners. Three imperial officers present at this event were later themselves falsely condemned to death. They called to Nicholas in prayer and he appeared to both Emperor Constantine and his prefect in their dreams. When the two compared notes next morning the prisoners were pardoned, since the prefect had falsely accused them in the first place.

St. Nicholas was patron saint of sailors and often helped them make it to port during storms at sea off the coast of Lycia. They invoked the name of St. Nicholas, followed his star and used the phrase “may St. Nicholas hold the tiller”.

Our love of stories and fables reflects our love of those innocent childhood days. May we continue to have the joy of children as Christmas approaches. May we strive for those values we strove for as children waiting for St. Nick or the Christ Child.

Lines from songs of St Nick will remind us:

“The good kids get candy

  the bad ones get none”

“Over the roofs his horse unshod

  brings us cake or else the rod”

“Oh, what fun it’ll be”

(443 words)

