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The Mystery of the Passion of Christ

On Saturday, March 9, 2002, I got to watch Jesus touching people, walking among them, shaking their hands and comforting them. The setting for this unusual experience was Mont St. Joseph’s, a senior’s home in Prince Albert. Let me explain.


The Mystery of the Passion of Christ group was performing in Prince Albert on this particular weekend. Part of the itinerary had us visiting Mont St. Joseph’s and performing parts of several scenes. As I watched the soldiers mistreat the actor playing Christ, I observed one senior, in particular, weeping and quite distraught. This is a normal reaction of audiences observing the performance. Later Peter Champagne, the actor who depicts Christ, was moved to go from senior to senior, shaking a hand, touching a brow, comforting with a word. To some of the wheelchair audience this really was a visit from Jesus.


The leap of faith is not a large one here. Our role as Christians is to be Christ to one another. As we do this, we are not always aware of how real our role is in life’s drama. To be mistaken for Christ is the highest compliment, but it is no more than doing what is our duty.


In John 4:35-38 Jesus describes the harvest of this world and our role as sowers and reapers: “One sows, another reaps; I sent you to reap a harvest you had not worked for. Others worked for it; and you have come into the rewards of their trouble.”


Peter Champagne observed to me that some of the seniors at Mont St. Joseph’s thought he was Jesus. I assured him that in fact he was Jesus to them. In our role as players in the Passion Play we touch the hearts of many whose faith experience has led them to be observers at this dramatic depiction of the Crucifixion of Christ. Others have worked hard planting the seed of faith that is stirred by our performance. Perhaps it was their parents, perhaps a catechist, perhaps their minister, but all were led to this moment that may touch their faith.


As members of the cast of The Mystery of the Passion of Christ we have become aware, over time, that we are part of a deeper mystery that touches on the drama of real lives. Hearts are touched, spiritual longings are stirred, and in the end, “sower and reaper rejoice together”. After we as travelling players have fine-tuned our perceptions, we rejoice at the hardships we endure as real participants in something that is much larger than drama. Over the six years I have participated in this event, I have observed the reactions of both audience and players, and I have personally experienced the impact of the play. Many are moved to tears, some to repentance, some to faith, and ultimately, to joy in the knowledge of the Love of the Resurrected Lord.
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