The Laughing Christ

Playboy magazine once published a picture of a laughing Christ. The picture depicted Jesus with his head thrown back in joyful laughter. A number of irate letters were received accusing the magazine of being irreverent and of trivializing Christ.

What a sad commentary on how Christianity through the ages has passed on the “Gospel” or “Good News”. The greatest cause of sorrow and sadness in the world has been overcome. Death and sin have been conquered by Christ. Hope springs eternally for us. We are sad only when we lose sight of the eternal truths. We are a joyous Easter people!

An old Jewish proverb says: “Anyone who sees a legitimate pleasure and does not enjoy it is an ingrate against God who made it possible.”

Yes, we should enjoy the pleasures and gifts of the earth the creator has made for us. We do need to be aware of others and to share with them. This brings another and perhaps greater joy.

Research has shown that children laugh up to 400 times a day, while adults laugh a mere fifteen times a day. We have lost 385 laughs a day!  How do we reclaim that ability to enjoy spontaneously?

Maybe wisdom will come with age, when we become more like children again. In the Kingdom we will all be like little children again. We will laugh, and all sorrow will be banished.

The final image of Christ we will see is Christ at the eternal banquet feast, with his head thrown back in joyful laughter, celebrating with us. With our limited imaginations it may already be possible for us to see that Christ is the same yesterday, today and for all eternity. The heavenly banquet feast is already in progress. We indeed have a cause to celebrate!
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