
Bringing spirituality into everyday life 

WHERE EARTH MEETS HEAVEN: Seeing God in Your Life by Ken Rolheiser; St. Anthony Messenger Press, Cincinnati, Ohio, US; 173 pages; $12.95 US. Reviewed by James Gray, OSB. 

The lively spirit and content of the 15 chapters that make up this personable testimony to a living faith is a convincing tribute to a Christian family life lived confidently. The author likes his younger brother Ron's definition for mysticism: "being touched by God." It is his own definition for spirituality: "what we do with the fire of God in us" that shapes this book into "an answer to a spiritual hunger in the souls of many . . . who have abandoned institutional religion." 

God is as close to us as our everyday work, relationships, love, worship, prayer and play. Through the author's personal experience and wisdom gained in farming, teaching, lay formation activities, living in a family of 16 and raising his own family, each chapter illustrates how well the author has co-operated with the fire of God within him. 

"We are called," Ken writes in his chapter on Meditation, "to model the humanity of Jesus, to be his hands, and feet, and voice. It is our greatest mission." Having "sought and found God in the quiet of our hearts," it is our privilege then to "bring God to the world that has not yet learned how to seek him." 

Teaching has gifted Ken with ample resources for illustrations that empower his views. Encouraging awareness of people and environment, the author refers to Thornton Wilder's play Our Town. Emily, who has come back from the grave, asks: "Do any human beings ever realize life while they live it?" The stage manager replies, "No. The saints and poets, maybe -- they do some." 

Convinced himself that the Christian's role in life is to be Christ to one another, to foster good human relationships, Ken is keenly aware of human frailty. In another Our Town reference, he quotes Thornton Wilder: "Whenever you come near the human race, there's layers and layers of nonsense." People tend to "move about in a cloud of ignorance . . . always at the mercy of one self-centered passion or another." 

In his chapter on the Holy Spirit, Ken suggests how differently we would live if we accepted the truth "that each one of us is as special as the infant John the Baptist was, kicking in his mother Elizabeth's womb." Making the Trinity seem more real and present, he urges us "to be tuned in to the workings of the Trinity if we want to be high-tech Christians, metaphorically, in a high-tech spirituality." 

The chapter on prayer gives the background to Albrecht Durer's famous portrait The Praying Hands. From the Good Friday liturgy Ken quotes a prayer that "we need to repeat . . . when we want to storm heaven to change the injustices of the world: For the sake of your Son, have mercy, Lord." In a subsequent chapter on forgiveness he refers to Karl Rahner's comment that "Most of the time when we sin, we do know what we are doing, but we don't know how much God loves us -- hence we are still innocent through ignorance." Ken concludes: "Christ's love redeems us and fills us with hope." As St. Paul put it: "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rm. 5:8). 

The last two chapters on Advent and Christmas and Lent and Easter are a fitting conclusion to a book that finds its inspiration in the church's faith, emphasis on family and community life, prayer and worship. The author's final statement reveals a spirituality open to mysticism: "At the end of our life's journey we picture a loving Christ, a laughing Christ, who welcomes us with open arms into the eternal banquet celebration. Wine is poured. All hunger and thirst are satisfied. . . . And that, my friends, is the same Christ who longs for a daily encounter with us!" 


